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A GCap spokesman said: “This decision is disappointing, but by no means a
surprise. It is unhelpful that this announcement has been made just two days
before Christmas. As there is no appeals process in the regulatory framework,
our only option may still be a judicial review.”

A national digital network could prove attractive to international media players,
such as Emmis Communications, the American radio group, and RTL, the
German media giant.

MAKING WAVES

. Ofcom says that it will plug the gaps in digital radio coverage by making
spectrum available for new local and national groups of radio licences

. Every part of the country will be able to receive digital radio broadcasts,
although at present 37 areas have no local digital stations

. The release of new spectrum will lead to the creation of new digital radio
stations

. The present national digital network, Digital One, is a joint venture backed by
GCap and NTL
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